


At Pilton Community College the curriculum aims to promote the well-being of all our 
young people.  We believe that the college curriculum should help students to:

• develop lively, enquiring minds together with a desire to learn, to question              
and to apply themselves intelligently to tasks

• develop positive relationships, imagination and an appreciation of               
achievement and endeavour

• experience the satisfaction of creativity
• acquire knowledge and skills in a changing world relevant to their adult                 

lives at work and at leisure
• respect the religious, spiritual and moral values of others and to consider 

thoughtfully their own attitudes, values and beliefs
• understand the history and citizenship of their own society and the world in      

which they live
• develop a sense of self-respect and individual worth and the capacity to live and 

work in co-operation with others as independent, self-motivated adults  

Our curriculum is broad and balanced, allowing time for adequate development in each 
subject whilst ensuring that different curriculum areas reinforce and complement each 
other.  All aspects of the curriculum are designed to be relevant to the experience and 
needs of students, allowing progression in skills, knowledge and understanding.
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We aim for students to enjoy and to be actively involved in their learning.  Young people 
will have every opportunity to fulfil their potential through positive involvement in a 
challenging and stimulating environment.

We aim to provide a caring environment where young people develop and work as 
members of a community.  Our intention is to create an atmosphere in the College which 
values the contribution for each individual.  We feel it is important to understand the needs 
of the local community and to develop links between the College and the area which it 
serves.  

We encourage all young people to recognise their present and future responsibility in 
relation to the care of the environment.

Curriculum outline

The curriculum builds upon the foundation laid during the years at primary school.  At 
Pilton Community College, the curriculum is designed to provide a high quality education 
which is relevant to the young people in our community.  In recent years all school and 
colleges have been adapting to changes in the education system.  Our curriculum is 
regularly reviewed to ensure it adheres to the changing requirements.
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The pre-choice stage - Years 7, 8 and 9

English includes Language and Literature
Mathematics includes Numeracy, Geometry, Algebra and Statistics
Science includes Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Humanities includes Geography, History and Religious Education*
MFL includes French, German and other language opportunities
Design & Technology includes Food, Graphics, Resistant Materials, Systems & 

Control and Textiles
Computing includes digital literacy, I.T. and Computing
Expressive Arts includes Art, Dance, Drama and Music
Physical Education
Personal Development

*The teaching of Religious Education forms part of the curriculum for all students.  Arrangements 
for collective worship and Religious Education are non-denominational  in character.C
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English at Pilton aims to stimulate inquisitive minds which value alternate viewpoints 
and opinions.  We promote independence in learning, challenging students to think 
about, research, discuss and debate topics which matter to them.  Whether we’re 
exploring literary heritage texts or deconstructing modern media, we’re passionate 
about our subject and enjoy sharing that passion with our students.

In English, some of things your child will explore will include:

• Communication - including spoken, written and visual forms such as advertising       
and websites.

• Reading for a specific purpose and for pleasure, including literature, non-fiction     
and media texts. Students will also read novels as a class as part of their tutor time.

• Writing for a specific purpose and for pleasure (creative, discursive, informative).
• Culture - featuring old and modern plays, stories and poetry, including Shakespeare 

and text from different cultures.

To help your child succeed in English

Encourage them to read a range of fiction and non-fiction texts.
Help them to read finished work carefully to check that it makes sense.
Provide regular opportunities for them to have discussions with you and other adults. 
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In Years 7, 8 and 9 we follow the AQA KS3 Science course which 
comprises ten ‘Big Ideas’, each divided into separate topics.

Over the three years, we study different aspects of Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry.  The content is designed by our experienced Science teaching 
team and includes a wide range of learning activities, from practical 
experiments, demonstrations and discussions, to co-operative learning 
groups and research.

The Big Ideas

• Matter
• Ecosystems
• Forces
• Reactions
• Organisms
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• Energy
• Genes
• Waves
• Genes/Earth
• Electromagnetics
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From catching a bus to putting a man on the moon, from telling the time to designing 
the next big computer game, the skills and knowledge learnt through Mathematics
open a world of opportunities. At Pilton our students are taught in a set that will 
challenge them, while our dedicated staff give them all the support needed to make 
progress. We pride ourselves on helping every student to realise their potential. 

Students are placed in mixed tutor group classes at the beginning of Year 7 and we 
then regularly review their progress to ensure that they are appropriately supported 
and challenged and to assess whether or not they may need to change classes.  

In Year 7 students continue to use and develop all the skills they have learnt in primary 
school. They deepen their understanding of key mathematical concepts, including work 
with fractions, directed numbers, ratio and proportion and properties of shapes. They 
also begin to develop their expertise at handling and recording data, extending their 
number skills to include the use of algebra and learning how to apply their 
understanding to solve problems.  

In lessons we try to include games and investigations which encourage students to 
spend time solving problems and we also use a variety of additional online platforms to 
support learning, such as My Maths and Maths Watch.  



In the Geography department we have developed a relevant and engaging Year 7 
curriculum that aims to get students thinking and speaking like Geographers. 

Students receive two lessons of Geography a fortnight, which include a mix of 
locational, theoretical and skills-based tasks to develop a broad and balanced 
understanding of Geography. The topics taught in Year 7 are:

· What makes a place amazing?
· How are lives shaped by volcanoes?
· Why is Antarctica important if no one lives there?
· How do we power the world?
· What are the key environmental issues facing the world today?
· Local fieldwork

We have our own Geography subject library, containing relevant fiction and non-
fiction books which students can borrow. We also encourage students to enter 
national competitions such as the MET Office Science Camp and the UK Polar 
Network Flag competition; this year we even had student work displayed by 
scientists in Antarctica!
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Year 7 History offers students the opportunity to build on knowledge and skills, 
supporting transition from primary to secondary school. The first year focuses on 
key History skills: chronology, change and continuity, source evaluation and 
studying different historical interpretations. Skills are taught through different time 
periods and areas of focus. We are determined to make every student who walks 
into our classrooms love History. We aim to show every student the value, 
importance and relevance of past events and why a knowledge of the past is 
important to our future.

Our philosophy is that:
• History should be exciting and interesting. We will not teach anything that cannot 

be made exciting or interesting (thankfully, almost all of history can be).
• History should be relevant; it should teach students something about the 

world they live in and help them make sense of modern life, as well as teaching 
them about past lives.

As a result of studying History, students will develop the ability to:
• explain the causes and consequences of events
• examine and evaluate evidence
• be aware of different points of view in History
• research and investigate topics
• communicate in ideas in a variety of ways



Our R.E. curriculum aims to engage students in a five-year learning journey of 
knowledge and understanding of religion. We aim to set students up to succeed by 
making clear from the start our learning objectives, expectations and the reasoning for 
them. We aim to teach our students to enquire and learn about religion in an interactive 
way.  We aim to monitor student’s subject-specific vocabulary and to embed literacy and 
reading into every lesson. We aim to build opportunities for extended writing into our 
units and to improve literacy skills with subject vocabulary. We aim to build more time 
into lessons for students to reflect on their learning and their own personal beliefs. We 
aim to use big questions to build on students’ current knowledge and understanding of 
world issues and the varying views surrounding them.
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Beliefs & Practices
Discovering religion: exploration of theist, 
atheist, agnostic  and justifications.

Christianity Foundations: Evolution and 
the Big Bang; Charity; Christmas and 
Incarnation; Origins of the universe  

Beliefs & Practices
Ultimate questions: religious belief; Trinity

Beliefs & Practices
Hinduism: aspects of God

World Issues
Rights and Responsibilities: poverty

World Issues
Rights and Responsibilities: human 
rights



In Year 7 students study a number of topic areas in French and German, including:

• Giving basic details about yourself
• Describing yourself and your family
• Numbers, dates and days of the week
• School equipment, uniform, timetable and life
• Giving simple opinions
• Sports and hobbies
• Time

Students are assessed during, and sometimes at the end of, each module.  We 
assess the various skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing at different 
times.  Students’ performances in these assessments, combined with classwork and 
homework, are used to measure progress.

Due to our International School Award, we are able to offer a huge range of trips 
so that our students can experience life outside North Devon and England. 
We have trips to Germany and France as part of our Key Stage 3 curriculum and 
other recent opportunities have seen students visit Spain, China, Martinique, 
Uganda, Austria, Italy and Iceland. 
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Design & Technology in Year 7 is taught in rotations, with a specialist 
teacher for each subject.  All students experience five curriculum areas, 
including Textiles, Food, Graphics, Systems & Control and Resistant 
Materials.

Throughout the year, students develop planning, practical and production 
skills, along with a varied collection of hand-made items, from screen-
printed cushions and electronic circuits to healthy meals and a night light.  
They also learn about computer aided design (CAD) and manufacture 
(CAM) and get the chance to use a wide range of equipment and tools. 

There are several D&T-related after-school activities with which pupils can 
get involved, such as the Greenpower Electric Car, which is a STEM project.De
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Year 7 students come to us as artists with creative and original 
minds. They have one Art lesson a week in which we aim to give 
them the power to express their ideas effectively.

They explore how different artists work and this enhances their 
enjoyment of art and of the visual world around them.

The students develop a wide variety of skills which build each year. 
We have a warm and supportive working atmosphere in our classes, 
enabling students to feel confident exploring new techniques and 
processes. 

All our projects are based on encouraging students to be 
independent and original.
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Students start specialist Computing lessons in Year 7 with a single lesson a week, 
during which they begin to develop their understanding of computer systems, 
computational thinking, and the safe use of ICT. This includes key concepts such as:

• Algorithm
• Web Design
• Word Processing

Students who are interested in computing can look forward to studying for a GCSE 
in Computer Science later in their school career where they will focus more on the 
technical aspects of the KS3 course. In addition to this there are lots of 
opportunities to get involved in the many extra-curricular projects and challenges 
devised by Mr. Barber and the teaching team.

National Computing competitions are also regular occurrences, sometimes 
involving satellite communication with fellow students and programmers from all 
over the country.

Students have supervised access to the school network during break and 
lunchtimes and before and after school. Access to the internet is via a fully filtered 
and monitored system.
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• Programming
• Networking
• Spreadsheets

• Databases
• E-Safety and Netiquette
• Presentations



During their Dance lessons Year 7 students are encouraged to develop 
their physical awareness and confidence levels to devise dance techniques, 
to explore a variety of projects and to work collaboratively to choreograph 
and perform dance pieces which maintain the attention of an audience.  

The three main areas of Dance explored are:

• learning movement
• creating movement
• performing movement
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In their Year 7 Music lessons students explore the following topics through 
composing, performing and listening: 

• elements of music
• march and waltz
• African music
• descriptive music
• Indian music
• group performances

Extracurricular opportunities

There are numerous opportunities at Pilton for Year 7 students to develop 
their music skills.  As well as individual voice and instrumental lessons, lots 
of our young people join the choir or the orchestra (or both) and many take 
part in our popular school productions.
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Year 7 Drama students work in the three main areas of exploring, making 
and performing.  They learn to:

• develop drama techniques to explore in a role a variety of situations, 
roles and texts or respond to stimuli.

• work collaboratively to devise and present scripted and unscripted 
pieces which maintain the attention of an audience.

• extend their spoken repertoire by experimenting with language in 
different roles and dramatic contexts.

• explore and develop ideas, issues and relationships through work in role.

Theatre & extra-curricular work

As well as Drama Club, students can get involved in a variety of 
performances, including the annual school production.  There are 
opportunities to see visiting performances and to collaborate with other 
schools. 
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Physical Education at Pilton is taught in single sex groups in Year 7.  Each student 
has two lessons a week, during which our aim is to give them the skills and 
confidence to take part in a range of physical activities, whether they’re in class, 
representing their tutor group or House in competitions or playing for a school team.  
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Year 7 Assessment 

HEAD Below Working Towards Working At Greater Depth 

 
Knowledge 
Understanding 
Analysis 
Feedback 
Responsibility 
Rules 

x I can identify some 
reasons for needing to 
complete a warm up. 

x I can identify a benefit for 
taking part in physical 
activity.  

x I am beginning to 
understand why we have 
rules in sport. 

x I can lead an effective self-
led warm up. 

x I can identify most major 
muscles in the body. 

x I can describe and explain 
some skills and rules in some 
sports. 

x I understand techniques, 
helping me to analyse and 
improve my own 
performance. 

x I can describe how the 
body adapts and benefits 
from regular exercise. 

x I can take responsibility for 
leading a small group warm 
up. 

x I can apply my knowledge 
of skills and techniques and 
this improves my own and 
others’ practical 
performance. 

x I can categorise many short- 
and long-term effects of 
exercise on physical, mental 
and social well-being. 

x I can lead an effective warm 
up to the whole class. 

x I can examine problems with 
techniques and can give 
teaching points to correct 
these mistakes. 

 

HEART Below Working Towards Working At Greater Depth 

  

Confidence 
Respect 
Resilience 
Leadership 
Communication 
Effort 

x I can recall the qualities 
that make a good 
leader. 

x I know how to respect 
equipment and others. 

x I can demonstrate 
leadership of a small group 
of peers with some 
confidence. 

x I can demonstrate 
communication skills within 
discussions and activities. 

x I often demonstrate respect 
for equipment and others. 

x I can demonstrate 
confidence and apply 
leadership qualities to lead 
large group warm ups. 

x I am hard working, resilient 
and eagerly accept 
challenges. 

x I have developed 
respectful relationship with 
my peers. 

x I am confident and 
competent when leading 
large groups of performers. 

x I effectively apply methods 
of communication to 
different ages, abilities, 
experiences and situations.  

x I often inspire others to 
participate and progress in 
sporting activity. 

 

HANDS Below Working Towards Working At Greater Depth 

 
Physical Ability 
Competitive 
Tactics 
Technique 
Problem Solving 
Fitness Levels 

x I can demonstrate with 
some accuracy and 
success, skills, techniques 
and tactics across a 
variety of activities in 
isolated pressure 
practice.  

x I can complete a                 
2-minute run. 

x I can demonstrate with some 
accuracy and success, skills, 
techniques and tactics across 
a variety of activities in 
moderately pressured 
practices. 

x I can complete a                   
3-minute run. 

x I can demonstrate with 
some accuracy and 
success, skills, techniques 
and tactics across a variety 
of sports in competitive 
activities.  

x I can complete a                        
5-minute run. 

x I can demonstrate with 
consistent accuracy and 
success a range of 
appropriate skills, techniques 
and tactics in challenging 
activities.  

x I can complete a                   
10-minute run. 

 
 

We want all students to 
discover the value of a 
healthy, active lifestyle and 
lifelong physical activity.

In the Autumn and Spring 
terms, the Year 7s get a taste 
of rugby, football, badminton, 
gymnastics, handball and table 
tennis and in the Summer term 
they enjoy athletics, cricket, 
tennis and rounders, as well as 
taking part in the highlight of 
the school year - our annual 
Sports Day.
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The Pilton P.S.H.E. (Personal Social Health 
Economic) Personal Development 
programme is designed to reflect the 
challenges and needs of a 21st century 
young person as they move through the 
various stages of their education and on 
into their adult lives. Additionally, this year 
we have adjusted the programme to take 
into account the impact that the Covid 19 
pandemic has had on young people moving 
up to Pilton from their primary schools. 

At Pilton we base our provision on a fully 
planned and comprehensive PSHE 
programme called ‘Jigsaw.’ Jigsaw resources 
cover all the main topics within this subject 
area and each year build upon a student’s 
prior knowledge. The resources are also 
used in primary schools. To find out more, 
visit jigsawpshe.com
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http://www.jigsawpshe.com/


Head of Year Seven  

Oversight of pastoral care, student welfare and achievement is the responsibility of the 
pastoral teams.  The overview of Year 7 is the responsibility of the Head of Year 7 and 
students stay under the care and guidance of the Year 7 team until the summer term. 

Form tutors

Form tutors play a key role throughout a child’s life at Pilton.  He or she meets them 
every morning and is the first point of contact regarding all aspects of school life. 

Tutor groups

Students are allocated to a tutor group when they join the school and remain in that 
group for their five years at Pilton.  There are usually around 27 students in a tutor group 
and eight or nine tutor groups in a year group.  

Each tutor group belongs to one of our four school houses - Atlantis, Discovery, 
Endeavour and Voyager – and students regularly take part in inter-house challenges and 
competitions. Each tutor group also elects two Form Captains, who attend Year Council 
meetings on their tutor group’s behalf, two Peer Mentors and two Sports Captains.In
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Parents’ evenings

Parents and carers first meet their child’s form tutor at a Welcome to Year 7 Parents’ 
Evening in September.  This allows them to address any early questions or concerns and 
receive more useful guidance and information. 

Regular progress checks are fed back to parents throughout the year and in the Spring 
or Summer term there is a formal parents’ evening when parents and carers meet 
subject teachers in five-minute appointments to discuss their child’s Year 7 progress 
and achievements.

Obviously, staff are happy to meet less formally throughout the year to discuss any 
concerns.

Information evenings

During the first term of Year 7 we invite parents to join us for information evenings. 
Topics range from internet safety and understanding assessment practices, to IT 
demonstrations and talks by subject teachers.
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Health concerns

If a student has an accident or feels unwell during school hours, they are sent to our First 
Aider.  She will contact a parent or carer if a child needs to be collected from school.

General health issues, as well as specific issues such as the management of medical 
conditions, mental health concerns, sexual health and body image, are all raised through 
assemblies.  We work in partnership with the Devon County Council School Nursing Service 
which provides information and support to students and their families. They can be contacted 
directly or via the school to discuss any concerns.

Homework

We encourage parents and carers to get their children into a good homework routine to plan 
together when they can complete their homework. Details of their homework tasks are put on 
Class Charts and students have a homework timetable and a personal learning plan to help 
them organise their additional learning activities. 

Students do not receive much homework when they first start in Year 7 but later in the year 
most subjects will set homework once a week. This may be preparation for future learning, 
consolidation of current learning or extension of previous learning. In
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Food

We believe that providing good quality food and a balanced diet is an investment in a 
young person’s future. We work closely with the School Food Trust (SFT) and the 
Food for Life Partnership to provide good quality food that meets the SFT guidelines 
and regulations.

We offer a wide variety of healthy and nutritional snacks and main meals in our two 
servery outlets. We aim to produce food which is exciting and appealing to the 
students.

At break time snacks and drinks are available from the Reception Lounge, the Snack 
Shack or the Shed. 

At lunchtime hot and cold meals are available in the Reception Lounge where 
students can sit down and eat.  
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Parent Pay

Parent Pay allows parents and carers to pay online for trips and clubs, as well as for 
their child’s snacks and meals.  It also allows them to see what a student has purchased 
and when.  Students pay for their food and drink via a fingerprint system linked to the 
Parent Pay account.

Class Charts

Our Class Charts system allows staff to give achievement and behaviour points and to 
record homework. It can be accessed from home via a login so that students and their 
parents and carers can keep track of progress and check outstanding homework tasks.

School clubs

We offer lots of clubs and after-school activities. Some are just for fun; others lead to 
competitions or allow students to widen their interest in a school subject. Most clubs 
and activities held in school are free, others may request a donation towards travel or 
entrance fees. Clubs and activities include Drama Club, Football Club, Guitar Club, STEM 
Club, Debate Club, Christian Union, Music Tech Club, after-school Climbing Club, Boys’ 
and Girls’ Cricket Clubs and Volleyball Club.In
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Use of computers

All students have an individual computer username and email address for which they 
set a password.  They are encouraged always to keep their password a secret and 
never to store personal and confidential information on the network.  All information 
is regularly checked by the school. 

Students may use the computers in the school library or the computer rooms, which 
are open until 4.30 p.m., Monday to Thursday.

Assemblies

Year 7 assemblies take place every Monday and are led by a member of staff, visiting 
speakers and by other students. Topics include achievement, safety, opportunities, 
celebrations, world events and learning skills. Students are expected to read quietly 
before assembly begins.

Home-School agreement

Our Home-School agreement sets out the minimum standards we all expect from the 
three partners in a student’s learning: the school, the parent and the child. In
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S.E.N.D.

Many questions that parents and carers may have regarding our provision for students 
with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can be found in the annual 
SEND information report on our website.

Safeguarding

Pilton Community College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people. We recognise that all adults, including temporary staff, 
volunteers and governors, have a full and active part to play in protecting our students 
from harm, and that the child or young person’s welfare is our paramount concern.

We believe that Pilton Community College should provide a caring, positive safe and 
stimulating environment that promotes the social, emotional, physical and moral 
development of the individual child or young person.
We have a Safeguarding Policy and procedures in place. All staff (including supply 
staff, volunteers and governors) must ensure that they are aware of these procedures. 
All staff who work for the College will have been subject to an Enhanced DBS 
check. Parents and carers are welcome to read the Policy, a copy of which is available 
on our website with a hard copy available on request.In
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School uniform

• a plain white shirt
• a tie with coloured stripes according to your school house
• a black blazer with the Pilton logo
• a standard black pleated skirt (at least knee length)
• standard black trousers (not slim fit)
• a black V-neck jumper with the Pilton logo (optional)
• plain black trainers or shoes with a flat heel
• plain black socks
• a plain weatherproof coat

P.E. kit

• trainers
• a royal blue polo shirt with the Pilton logo
• a royal blue hooded top (optional)
• royal blue socks
• plain black shorts (jogging bottoms/sports leggings for girls)
• boys also need football boots and a rugby shirt with the Pilton logoW
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Equipment

• a school bag (we recommend a rucksack)
• a reading book
• a clear folder to protect your reading book
• a pencil case 
• a pencil, a rubber & a ruler
• a handwriting pen
• a glue stick
• a compass
• a protractor
• a scientific calculator with a fraction button
• coloured pencils/felt pens 
• a refillable water bottle

Lockers  

Lockers are available for the storage of books and equipment 
and can be rented for the five years you are at Pilton at a 
non-refundable cost of £15.00, payable via ParentPay. 
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We take responsibility for our behaviour in all areas of the school.

We show respect for others by arriving on time, sitting calmly in 
the correct seat and wearing the correct uniform.

We demonstrate resilience by working to the best of our ability to 
meet our targets.

We are trusted to bring correct equipment to every lesson and to 
be prepared to learn.

We demonstrate kindness by listening and responding with 
politeness to staff and each other.

We demonstrate courage by trying new things, taking ourselves 
out of our comfort zone and standing up for others.


