
Year

8

How do we solve 
History mysteries?

What is chronology and how 
does an Historian use it?

How do we 
recognise different 
types of evidence?

What was 
England like 
before 1066?

How strong 
was England 
in 1066?

Who should be 
king in 1066?

How do 
interpretations of 
the Harrying of 
the North differ?

How did the Normans 
conquer England and 
what changes did 
they bring?

Why did 
William win at 

Hastings?

Baseline 
assessment 

How religious 
were Medieval 
people?

Why did people go 
on Crusade?

Who was to blame 
for the death of 

Becket?

Who was to blame for the 
state of Medieval towns?

Was King John 
really that bad?

How 
successful 
was Medieval 
medicine? Why did the 

peasants
revolt?

Why did Henry 
VIII break with 
Rome?

Why did the Mary 
Rose sink?

Why did the 
Spanish 

Armada fail?

The accession of 
Elizabeth and the 

Religious 
settlement

Elizabethan poverty 
and society

Who deserved to 
win the Wars of 

the Roses?

Why did the 
Reformation 

happen in 
England?

Does Mary  
deserve to be 
labelled ‘Bloody 
Mary’?

How 
successful 

were Tudor 
explorers?

Why did the Fire 
of London do so 
much damage?

Was the 
Gunpowder 
Plot a set up?

Year

7

What was the 
main cause of 

the English Civil 
War?

Which side was 
likely to win the 
Civil war in 1642?

Did life improve 
under Cromwell?

Should Charles 
have been 
executed?

Why was the 
Slave trade 

really abolished?

What was the 
Triangular 
trade?

What changes 
took place 
1750-1900?

What were working and living 
conditions like for the poor?

Why did the 
population of 

Britain explode?

What was it like 
working in a factory?

Why were the Industrial 
cities so dirty?

Why did 
cholera break 

out in Broad 
Street?

How and why 
was Public Health 

improved?

How did the Penny 
Black transform 
Britain?

What was life like in        
the East End of London?

Why is 
Jack the 

Ripper still 
famous?

What did Jack 
look like?

Who were the 
victims of              

Jack the Ripper?

What do the 
Ripper letters 
really tell us?

Who were 
the Ripper 
suspects?

Crime and 
punishment in 19th

century Britain Why did the 
Titanic sink?

How did women in Britain 
and around the world gain 

the right to vote?

Medicine 
during the 
Industrial age

Year

9

What were the 
main causes of 

WW1?

Why did an 
assassination 
spark a world 
war?

What was life      
like on the           

Western Front?

Why did so many 
men signup to go 
to war in 1914?

Why did so 
many men die 
in the Battle of 
the Somme?

What problems were faced by 
people on the Home Front?

How were West Indian 
and Indian soldiers 

treated by the Allies?

What should be 
done to 

Germany at the 
end of WW1?

Was Appeasement 
a mistake?

Why did Britain go  
to war in 1939?

How did Germany 
conquer France  

so easily?

Dunkirk: 
triumph or 

disaster?

Why was the RAF 
able to win the 

Battle of Britain?

Why did the 
Japanese 
attack Pearl 
Harbour?

Why did Paul 
Tibbets drop an 
Atom bomb on 

Hiroshima?

What were the 
effects of the 

Atom Bomb on 
Hiroshima?

Why was 
Germany 
defeated in 
1945

What was life on 
the Home Front 
like during WW2?

What are 
Historical 

categories?
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