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Dear Parents and Carers,

Wow, what a term it has been! COVID threw us into turmoil but 
our Year 11 students have shown great resilience and 
adaptability at settling into the new school routines. One-way 
corridors, face-covering and endless hand sanitizing are just a 
few of the things that are now a normal part of our school day.

Despite the restrictions, there has been an abundance of 
activity from the Class of 2021.  Please read on to see what has 
been happening this term in Year 11.



Targeted interventions

Pilton targeted interventions (PTI) started in October and take place during 

morning registration. These comprise an intense twenty-minute revision 

session for groups of up to three students, during which they study an area 

of the GCSE course identified by their teacher. These sessions have proved 

to be a powerful tool in addressing gaps in students’ learning. Students get 

their own timetable printed for these classes, which run on a three-week 

rotation, and you will also receive a text message as a reminder.

Revision

Revision classes take place after school. Some students will receive a 

personal invite to a class if the teacher has identified the session as an area 

of need for them. Again, a personal timetable will be provided, and a text 

sent home. However, all after-school revision classes are open to everyone, 

invitation or not.  The library is also open after school Tuesday-Thursday for 

private study and peer support. Pizza or biscuits are provided at these 

sessions to help boost morale!

Revision schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Languages Science English Maths Technology

History Technology RE/BVT ICT

Geography
Performing 

Arts
GCSE PE Technology

German/ 

Spanish 

Twilight

Exam café 

in Library

Exam café 

in Library

Exam café

in Library
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Mock exams

Our mocks exams ran from mid October and into 

November. Although nerves were rife, students battled 

through with determination and resilience. The majority 

conducted themselves impeccably and lessons were 

learnt about the rules and regulations of external exams. 

They certainly highlighted the importance of practising for 

the real thing. Most importantly they have given students 

an idea of the level at which they are currently working 

and what they need to do to move forward. There will be 

another round of mocks at the beginning of March.

Attendance matters

Attendance has been up and down this term, but we are 

still currently sitting slightly higher than the national 

percentage. Unfortunately, we have had a small number 

of COVID cases, but please be assured that if a student 

has to isolate due to COVID, it will not affect their 

attendance. In all other circumstances, please try to 

ensure that your son or daughter attends school as 

regularly as possible.

Microsoft Teams

For isolation purposes, or any other circumstances where 

there is prolonged absence, please note that there will be 

sufficient work set on Microsoft Teams and some live 

lessons. All students have had training on using TEAMS and 

they can use this to access their work and message their 

teachers.

GCSE Pod

The school also has a subscription to GCSE pod which 

provides a wealth of information and practice questions.  

More information can be found here or via the Student 

page of the school website.  

Students should have have a laminated card with all the 

log-on information that they need for these platforms and 

additional subject specific sites. They were also 

encouraged to take a photo of this on their phone in case 

of lost cards...
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https://www.gcsepod.com/
https://www.piltoncollege.org.uk/student
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Beyond Pilton

As much as we are focusing on Year 11, decisions need to be made soon 

for Post 16 and students should now be filling out further education 

applications. There is a wealth of information on the Beyond Pilton pages of 

the school website:

Opportunities for 1:1 virtual advice from Careers Advisor, Nicola Hollick, will 

also be available in the New Year. If you think this would be useful for your 

child, please email Ms Wilson-North. Similarly, should you have any other 

Post 16 questions, please encourage your child to see Ms Wilson-North in G2, 

or email her at dwilsonn@pilton.college. 

Pilton Barista Academy

Mr Barber is again offering Year 11 students the opportunity to join the Pilton 

Barista Academy. The training is supported by the Boston Tea Party who 

provide students with a qualification certificate upon completion of the 

course. Training takes place one lunchtime a week for five weeks. There are 

still a few spaces left, so please ask your child to come and see me if they 

are interested in taking part. 

https://www.piltoncollege.org.uk/16
mailto:dwilsonn@pilton.college


Student Leadership

Twenty students applied to join the Student Leadership team. Each 

application was a pleasure to read and certainly showed that each and 

every one of them has a bright future. They were all eloquently crafted 

letters showcasing their talents and discussing their ambitions. The panel 

of staff who had to shortlist found it an incredibly difficult task. 

Eight shortlisted students each prepared a short video presentation 

which was shown to the rest of the school, who then voted for their 

chosen Head Girl and Head Boy.

The successful candidates were Lily Lark and Miles Stainer, with Asha

Cartmell, Alena Cartmell, Natalie Rudd, Joel Turley, Kyson Stockton and 

Kai Chappell forming the Student Leadership team. Huge 

congratulations to them all.
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Rewards Programme

Although our house point and badges 

provide a long-standing reward system for 

the Year 11s, it was felt that they needed an 

injection of motivation and some new 

rewards, so we launched three new 

incentives...
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Cookie Tuesdays

It’s a constant source of annoyance to our students that the canteen is not 

selling cookies, so we decided to take matters into our own hands (with the 

help of Greggs).  Each Tuesday we deliver two cookies to each Year 11 

tutor, who then nominates two students who have demonstrated a school 

value. It’s a small (but delicious) reward that shows we have noticed 

something they have done. They also receive a certificate. 

Well done to everyone who has been nominated so far. Winners include: 

SCH: Jack Thorne, Austin Grant, Abi Toleman, Esme Ley, Lola Wood, Tristan 

Norvill, Tom Nolan, Emily Kelly, Charlie Wright and  Molly Steinlechner

BOU: Etty Mihai, Charlotte Balment, Meg Davie, Daisy Harrison, Amber 

Neale, Aleisha Hooper, Sophie Ware, Grace Salmon, Alice Featherstone 

and Lily Parsons

BTR: Joel Turley, Ashleigh Sharples, Eden Cornish, Miles Stainer, Sam Lewis, 

Ellie Medland, Cameron Smart, Gaby Richardson, Dylan Clements and 

Danielle Walker

KEE: Alena Cartmell, Kai Chappell, Milly Giles, Harvey Russell, Daisy Brown, 

Levi Davies, Sunny Stribbs, Jack Longhurst, James Morton and Stann Humm

ROW: Zack Barnes, Maiwen Ray, Milly John, Donna Barton, Enoia Lane, Jack 

Whittaker, Rob Morgan, Halle Patten, George Vokins, Adam Bell and 

Thomas Pickering

WOD: Charlie Bramble, Dan Baynham, Dan Hole, Paige Ireland Hands, Jude 

Thomas, Tanisha Allen, Danny Turner, Kian Gover, Keira Britnell and Charlie 

Bramble

LWD: Harry Beazley, Kyson Stockton, Aidan Grant, Adam Hooper, James 

Filer, Hayley Do, Lily Lark, Hattie Rousseau, Abigail Turner, Isabella Thake and 

Scott Rixon

HIC: Georgie Bawden, Leonie De’athe, Westerly Knight, Honeysuckle 

Andrews, Brooke Ackland, Maisy Jenkins-Manley, Stefan Karakashev, 

Isabella Garrett, Skye Parsons and Emmy Surman

SLU: Holly Theakston Thomas, Natalie Rudd, Louis Hooker, Paige Finch, 

Natasha Clarke, Alex Russell, Millie Robinson, Beth Gough, Annie Adam, Lily 

Cook, Megan Wilkes and Natasha Clarke

VAL: Rob Wears, Lilly Hoyle-Smith, Isabella Otani, Brynley Bannister, Keenan 

Gatehouse, Millie Jeffrey, Kieran Clapp, Tyler Shaw and Ed Evans



Values drop-box

To promote our school values, we have introduced a 

nomination drop-box system which allows students to vote 

for fellow students whom they believe deserve recognition 

for showing a core value. Winners all receive a certificates 

and a £15 voucher of their choice. All slips were read by the 

head of year team and the winner this term are as follows:

Hannah Warren (ROW) – hardworking, kind, respectful and supportive 

friend in critical times

Westley Knight (HIC) – supportive friend and services to the music 

department and the arts

Isabelle Otani (VAL) – responding to a first aid incident and providing   

care for a fellow student

Charlie Leonard (ROW) - responding to a first aid incident and providing 

care for a fellow student

Commendations were also given to:

Sophia Harris-Aldred (ROW), TJ Lee (KEE)and Jack Rowlands (SLU), who   

will also receive a certificate and a bag of sweets.

No negatives

Lastly, we wanted to recognise students who get no negative points, all   

of whom received certificates for their achievement. These were 114 in    

total - over half the year group. We would like to say how proud we are 

that such a high number of students  are showing outstanding behaviour 

all day, every day. All the names went into a hat and three lucky winners 

received a hamper of goodies. The winners were:

Caitlin Reeves (VAL) * Brooke Jackson (ROW) * Jack Longhurst (KEE)

Well, that’s pretty much a wrap, other than to mention that in nearly 20 

years of teaching I have never once been involved in a whole school site 

evacuation for a bomb scare, let alone twice! The Year 11s led the way  

on the first day and were a credit to themselves and the school. 

All that is left to say is that we hope you have a very Merry Christmas, 

however you are celebrating this year.  I hope you can all rest, relax and 

recuperate ready for operation Year 11 2021.

If you have any queries, or would simply like to get in touch, then please 

do not hesitate to do so.

Best wishes from

Mrs Ashton and Mr Bliss

zashton@pilton.college
dbliss@pilton.college

