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My thanks to the whole school community for your 

support over recent weeks.  Students and staff have 

adapted with resilience, responsibility and kindness to 

new ways of working, learning and moving around the 

school. I am delighted to report that our attendance 

levels are 8% above the national average and students 

are rapidly closing the academic gaps caused by 

lockdown.
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Well done to all the twenty Year 11 students who put themselves forward to be 

considered for the Student Leadership team.  Joel, Alena, Miles, Lily, Natalie, Asha, 

Kyson and Kai then produced personal statements and video presentations, after 

which students and staff voted for their chosen Head Girl and Head Boy.  

Congratulations to Lily and Miles.  We wish them well in their new and exciting roles.

We are expecting students to return to school in full school uniform after half-term.  

For more details of our expectations and information regarding education and 

learning, please refer to my recent letter, a copy of which can be viewed here.

Graham Hill

Headteacher

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MAj1iLav9N12R03aTjHXKYjhmANS4MdS/view


What the students said…

“I loved learning new languages” - Ted (7V WHA)

“I loved learning Chinese because it’s a very 

interesting language and it’s unique” - Logan (7V 

WHA)

“I enjoyed learning Mandarin the most because it 

was very shouty and fast” - Phoebe (7A JCK)

“I enjoyed looking at all the old Greek stuff and 

learning about the myths” - Reece (7A MAG)

“I loved learning about the vast differences 

between England and Thailand and attempting 

to pronounce the name of the Welsh town” -

Willow (7D RGR)

“I enjoyed Italian because I loved the pizza 

thrower. I thought he was very impressive” Lucy 
(7V WHA)
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International Day of Languages

We celebrated International Day of Languages a bit differently this year with Year 7 

students all enjoying short language lessons in their classrooms.  Our budding 

linguists learnt greetings, numbers and how to say “My name is…” in Mandarin, Thai, 

Greek and Italian, with each language teacher also sharing cultural facts about 

their country and showing students photos and artefacts.

During the week, all teachers were encouraged to greet their classes in different 

languages from around the world and students took part in a tutor-time European 

Quiz full of fascinating facts and some very entertaining animal sounds!  Click here

to see some of our younger students guessing the noises!

https://www.piltoncollege.org.uk/post/mu-boeh-moo-b%C3%BA


The newest members 

of our school 

community have been 

enjoying a whole host 

of new experiences, 

including creating 

some stylish (and in 

some cases spookily 

realistic) internal organ 

outfits in their Science 

lessons.

Earlier this year our Eco Club was awarded 

a green flag by Eco School, thanks to their 

work on school recycling, increasing on-site 

biodiversity and plans to improve our energy 

usage.  The actual flag has now arrived and 

will soon be flying outside school.

Last weekend saw the first two Duke of 

Edinburgh Award walks of the year, 

covering over 30 kilometres of our county’s 

loveliest countryside.  The boys’ and girls’ 

teams both showed great team spirit and 

excellent navigational skills, as well as 

enjoying a spot of geocaching  and 

perfecting their tree identification skills.
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We pride ourselves on the quality of food served at our in-house kitchens and the 

dedication our staff have shown to ensure your child receives a hot healthy meal. 

As you may be aware, we are currently following Covid-19 guidelines for food service 

in schools and this has restricted the menu choices and service options. Although our 

current menus may not look as exciting or varied as we would like them to, they are 

planned using the freshest local ingredients, home cooked and contain as many 

hidden vegetables as possible.  Rest assured that all the products that we use are of 

the highest quality and in no way replaced with substandard alternatives.

We have taken steps to reduce plastic by purchasing biodegradable containers and 

cutlery which can be disposed of alongside our food waste.

We will of course return to the normal menu as soon as guidelines allow and we will 

be monitoring and changing the menus accordingly. We are hoping it won't be too 

long before our school community can have full access to the wider healthy 

nutritional menu we would normally provide, along with the popular ‘help yourself‘ 

salad bar.



To celebrate Black History Month, our 

Author of the Month for October was the 

hugely popular Malorie Blackman.

With our brand new astroturf now 

in full use, students must have 

appropriate footwear to play on 

the pitch.  The P.E. team would 

be grateful to receive donations 

of second hand boots.  These 

can be left at the front office.  

Thank you.

Respect      Responsibility     Kindness 
Courage     Resilience     Trust



Respect      Responsibility     Kindness 
Courage     Resilience     Trust

Reminders

Parent parking

Please be aware that cars are not permitted to 

access the school site to drop off or collect students, 

unless extenuating circumstances have been 

agreed.  

Unnecessary traffic on the school site causes 

congestion and potential danger to students and 

staff, especially our more vulnerable students and 

those with disabilities.  

Please find alternative drop-off and collection points 

away from the front and back entrances of the 

school. 

You should also be aware that Abbey Road is 

resident permit parking only.  Enforcement officers 

regularly issue tickets here.

Please label belongings

Please help to reduce the number of lost items by ensuring 

that all your child’s belongings are named (especially P.E. kit) 
so that they can quickly be reunited with their owner.

If your child is absent 
from school, please 
ring our absence line

01271 349010

School transport. Please be aware that Stagecoach 

operates a 'NO PASS NO TRAVEL' policy and will not allow 

students to travel on the bus without fare (if fare paying) or 

without a bus pass.

From Monday, 2nd November 2020 it will 

be MANDATORY for all students to wear face masks whilst 

travelling on school transport. Anyone not complying to the 

above can risk being displaced from travelling on the 

school bus.

Communication

Letters sent home to parents and carers can also be 
viewed on our website here.

https://www.piltoncollege.org.uk/copy-of-policies

